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About the Resilient Georgia
Regional Coalitions

Resilient Georgia has been working with 18 regions across Georgia to provide
an emphasis on trauma-informed awareness and care, Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs) and child sexual abuse prevention training as a basis to
transform systems and procedures crossing both public and private sectors.
Resilient Georgia serves as a supportive and guiding resource during each
region’s planning and implementation process.

These regional action plans each address the behavioral health needs of
individuals birth through 26 years old and families in the commmunity and
surrounding counties using the Collective Impact framework (a diverse, robust
and well-planned public-private partnership).

Trauma-Informed Care, ACEs and child sexual abuse prevention can be the
basis for systemic changes in a commmunity. Each region has identified how one
or more of these content areas are delivered to diverse community members
through formal training, education, marketing and communications.

In November of 2019, Resilient Georgia began partnering with Round 1 regional
coalitions based out of Athens, Augusta, Macon, Savannah and surrounding
areas. Round 2 partnerships began in July 2020 with regional coalitions based
out of Albany, Columbus, Rome, Thomasville and surrounding areas. Round 3
partnerships began in March 2021 with regional coalitions based out of Clayton,
Cobb, Gwinnett, Valdosta and surrounding areas. Round 4 partnerships began
in December 2021 with regional coalitions based out of Atlanta, Brunswick,
Gainesville, and Waycross and the surrounding areas.

In their third and fourth years of partnership with Resilient Georgia, coalitions
have bolstered their work to create bold, systemic, sustainable change

in consistent ways across statewide issues, to affect policy, systems and
environmental (PSE) change and incorporated a Justice, Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion (JEDI) lens in their action plans.

In their fifth and sixth years of partnership, coalitions were to deepen their
efforts to effectively engage partners across all regional counties, ensuring
comprehensive representation and participation, particularly in under-
resourced and historically underserved areas.

Develop and Implement
Coordinated Trauma-
Informed Practices
across Systems (A)

Implement Trauma-
Informed Practices (A3)

Promote the Adoption of
Evidence Based Practices
to Prevent ACEs and
Foster PCEs (A4)

Build Awareness and
a Common Language/
Understanding

about Adversity and
Resilience (C)

Communicate, Promote,
and Implement the
Elements of a Common
Language (Cl)

Convene, Align, and
Expand Existing Training
Groups (C4)
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Coalition priorities for Year 5 and 6 to
align with Resilient Georgia’s 2023-2025
strategic map:

Build Awareness and

a Common Language/
Understanding about
Adversity and Resilience

()

Partner with Diverse
Stakeholders to Drive a
Policy Agenda Informed
by the Community and
Focused on Sustainable
Systems Change (D2)

Build Equitable Access
to Early Prevention and
Treatment (E)

Promote and Expand
Equitable Access in Rural
and Under Resourced
Areas and Ensure
Successful Participation
and Intentional
Engagement with Every
County in the Region (ET)

2025



Coalition Mission

Resilient Northeast Georgia is a coalition of community stakeholders, partners, and leaders working together to build a more trauma-informed
northeastern Georgia.

As a special-project fund at the Athens Area Commmunity Foundation, Resilient Northeast Georgia brings a strategic and sustainable partnership
between the Athens Area Community Foundation, Georgia Family Connection Partnership Region 5, and the Athens Wellbeing Project. Resilient
Northeast Georgia supports partners to promote the prevention and mitigation of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and to champion Positive
Childhood Experiences (PCEs) for the birth to 26 communities in Georgia.

Who We Are

We are dedicated to building a stronger, healthier community by advocating for
trauma informed systems and practices. We believe that addressing trauma is essential
for the wellbeing of our region and we are committed to raising awareness, fostering
collaboration, and driving change to ensure that every individual in northeast Georgia
has access to the care and support they need. Through authentic collaboration, we
believe that creating a trauma-informed community is a priority and a tangible reality.

Coalition Aims:

+ Understand ACEs and the effects of trauma on individuals: Cultivating a better
understanding of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) to create a common
language and align regional efforts.

« Create a regional roadmap for ACEs prevention: Adapting Resilient Georgia's
roadmap to reflect the needs of the region and provide partners with access to
tools and resources.

« Deliver services to prevent ACEs in the birth-26 cohort: Working with service
providers and county-level partners to identify and deliver evidence-based, trauma-

informed programs.

«  Advocate for change through a JEDI lens: Building diverse and inclusive
partnerships to engage new and unreached groups.

5 RESILIENTNORTHEASTGEORGIA.ORG 2025



Leadership Team
& Contributors

Coalition Leadership

Sarah McKinney
President
CEO, Athens Area Community Foundation

Stephanie Mann

Vice President

Strategy & Operations

Athens Area Community Foundation

Sonya Hope
Regional Manager
Georgia Family Connection Partnership

Dr. Grace Bagwell Adams
Principal Investigator
Athens Wellbeing Project

Athens Area Community
Foundation Staff

Destin Newfont
Nicole Washington

Chloe Hartley

AACF Board

Dr. Myron Downs
Amy BeMent
Alicia Battle
Clark Brown

Sara Schramm
David Bradley
Kevin Clark

Sally Coenen
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Dr. Maurice Daniels Dr. Teresa McLean

Patrick Garrard Jody Patton
Dr. Stacy Jones Kirk Smith
Mayor Kelly Girtz Roy Stowe
Bevan Hopper Laura Welch
Erin Thompson Podvin Dr. Steve Wrigley
Heidi Hensley

Rhodes McLanahan

>n County
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Family Connection Partners

Amanda Davis, Oconee Area Resource Council

Sherry Deakin, Madison Area Resource Team

Laura Evans, Commmunity Partnership of Elbert County

Targie Folds, Jasper County and Greene County

Family Connections

Aaryn Fisher, Jackson County Family Connection

Council
Velde Hardy, Morgan County Family Connection

Dena Huff, The Partnership for Children, Youth,

and Families

Erin Thompson-Podvin, Family Connection-

Communities in Schools of Athens
April Moore, Oglethorpe County Family Connection

Amy Keibler, Barrow County Family Connection

Coalition Grant Recipients

Creating Hope and Needed Care for Everyone
(CHANCE Inc.)

A Child's Voice Child Advocacy Center, Inc.
Adventure Bags, Inc.

Athens Community Council on Aging, Inc.
Athens Parent Wellbeing Inc

Athens-Oconee CASA Incorporated

Bethel Haven Inc

Clarke County Mentor Program, Inc.

Comics Appreciation Project Inc.

Community Partnership of Elbert County, Inc.

Encourage HER Academy

Extra Special People

Family Connection-Communities In Schools of
Athens

Athens Area Homeless Shelter
Family Promise of Athens

Georgia Conflict Center

Integrative Medicine Initiative
Jackson County Family Connection
Kate's Club

Moms Adopting Moms Inc.
Morgan County Board of Education
Oconee Area Resource Council, Inc.
Oglethorpe County Primary School
Oglethorpe County Schools

Peace Place Inc

People Living in Recovery Inc
Prevent Child Abuse Athens (DBA: Brightpaths)
Project Safe, Inc.

Reach Out and Read Georgia
Sheats Social Services

Spread Love of Georgia, Inc

Team Up Mentoring, Inc.

The Cottage, Sexual Assault Center & Children'’s

Advocacy Center

The DL Handy Foundation

Training Partners
Chaplain Dale Simmons, Chaplain’'s 1013

Stan Sonu, MD, MPH, Emory University School
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of Medicine, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Jessie Taylor, The Mindfulness Center
Shimarith Wallas, Girassol Wellness, Inc
Dawn Meyers, Foothills Regional High School

Adam Fouche, University of Georgia

Resilient Northeast Georgia Donors
The Alice and Noah N. Langdale, Jr. Foundation
The Pittulloch Foundation

The Spencer Bradley Foundation for Mental Health

Other Partners

The multitude of participants who attended our
trainings or connected with us through their local
Family Connection Collaborative. They represent
a multitude of organizations and sectors in
Northeast Georgia and beyond.

Youth-Serving Healthcare
Organizations Providers

Local

Government Behavioral

Health

Child Welfare Philanthropy

Responders

Juvenile Faith-Based
Justice Organizations

Education Public Health

and Early and Social
Child Care Services
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Message from Coalition Leadership

This year has been a true testament to resilience—both within our community and within
our coalition. Even through seasons of leadership transition, Resilient Northeast Georgia has
remained steadfast in our efforts to strengthen partnerships, sustain momentum, and stay
grounded in the collective vision outlined in our two-year strategic plan.

What has guided our success is our shared commitment to collaboration and our three core
pillars of work:

1. Our Anchor Partnership with Region 5 Family Connection.

This partnership continues to be the foundation of our coalition. By working hand-in-hand with
Family Connection, we ensure that resources, strategies, and supports reach families where they
are most needed. Together, we are amplifying impact and weaving resilience into the fabric of
our region.

2. The Trauma-Informed Communities Grant.

Launched this year, this grant provides fresh energy and opportunity to deepen our trauma-
informed approach. With it, we are building capacity across systems, organizations, and
neighborhoods—empowering more people to recognize, respond to, and prevent trauma while
promoting healing across Northeast Georgia.

3. The Community Roadmap.

Our roadmap has become a vital tool to guide collaboration across sectors. By clearly
communicating coalition goals, connecting partners with resources, and sustaining open
access to engage in this work, we are strengthening our role as a trusted community leader and
convener.

Every achievement over the past year has been rooted in Resilient Georgia's investment in us
as a trusted community leader, a trusted partner for local organizations, and a trusted guide
for local philanthropy. This trust has supported collaborative efforts that are with, for, and by
community - by design. As you explore this report, we hope you are inspired by how resilience,
collaboration, and shared purpose continue to shape a trauma-informed Northeast Georgia.

On behalf of the coalition, thank you for standing with us as we build a stronger, more resilient,
and hopeful community.

oot o petinsing

Sarah H. McKinney
President & CEO, Athens Area Community Foundation
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Resilient Northeast Georgia 2024
Summit, Morgan County
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